2010

2NSTUDRILO

BULGARIAN RAMSAR
SITES

BENAdVIU9g 8
V193N ILUADLVIINV




MogpobHa nHdopmauuma 3a npoekta WETLANET ce Hamupa Ha HeroBaTa MHTEPHET CTpaHuLa:
http://www.wetlanet.org

32 KOHTaKTu:

NHCTUTYT no 6uopasHoobpasne 1 eKoCUCTEMHU n3cnegBaHna npu bAH
1113 Codus, yn.,Marop KOpwii FarapmH” N2 2

Ten. (02) 87361 37

Makc (02) 870 54 98

E-nowa: ecolab@ecolab.bas.bg

KoopaunHaTop Ha npoekTa: npod. A.6.H. boiko b. [eoprues
3am. koopanHaTop: gou. a-p lepraHa Bacunesa
AgmuHnctpatop: EneHa CemeppakmneBa

Detailed information for the WETLANET Project is available on its internet site:
http://www.wetlanet.org

Contact details:

Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
2 Gagarin Street, 1113 Sofia

Phone (359 2) 873 61 37
Fax (359 2) 870 54 98
E-nowa: ecolab@ecolab.bas.bg

Project Coordinator: Professor Boyko B. Georgiev
Project Deputy Coordinator: Associate Professor Gergana P. Vasileva
Project Manager: Elena Semerjieva

WNHCTUTYT no 6ruopa3Hoobpasue n ekocucteMHmn nscneasanus npy bAH, 2010 .
© 2M Ctyauno: unx. iBaH iHYEB - CHUMKW, AN3aiiH 1 Npeaneyat
© PepakTopu: bonko leoprues, lepraHa Bacunesa

Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research, 2010
© 2M Studio: lvan Yanchev - photos, design & preprint
© Editors: Boyko Georgiev, Gergana Vasileva



YBop,

bbnrapua ce npucbennHABa KbM KOHBEHUMATA 3@ BNaXXHUTE 30HU C MEXAYHAPOLAHO 3HayeHue,
no-cnewLmanHo Kato mectoobuTaHme 3a Bogontobusnte ntmym (Pamcapcka KOHBEHLMA) C peLLeHne
Ha MuHuUcTepckn cbBeT oT 18 HoemBpu 1974 r. Hawata cTpaHa e npeactaBeHa ¢ 10 obekTa B
CrCbKa Ha BIaXXHUTE 30HU C MeXXAYHapOA4HO 3HayeHne KbM Kpad Ha 2010 T.

Introduction

Bulgaria joined the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Water-
fowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention) with the decision of the Council of Ministers from 18 November
1974. As in 2010, our country is represented in the list of the internationally-important wetlands
with 10 sites.
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KomnnekcobT BKtouBa 0-B beneHe n geBeT no-manky ocTpoBa Ha peka [lyHaBs, pa3nonoXeHn B
npoTtexeHne Ha 16 KM. B cnncbka Ha BRaXXHUTE 30HN C MeXAYHAPOAHO 3HAayYeHne e BKIIoYeH
oT 2002 r. XapaKTepH/ 3a KOMMMEKCa Ca 3aJIMBHUTE KpaldyHaBCKU ropu 1 BbTPeLLHW 6naTta,
npepocTaBALm MecToobuTaHmA 3a 141 Buaa nTuum, ot KomTo 40 ca BKNoYeHW B YepBeHaTa KHUWra
Ha Bbnrapua. OCTPOBHUAT KOMMNEKC NpefocTaBa XpaHuTenHa 6a3a 1 3a MHOroO BOLOJOOMBY

nTrUM no Bpeme Ha MmurpauunmnTe.

Komnnekc beneHcKkun octpoBu Belene Island Complex
The complexis a group of river islands, which includes Belene Island and 9 smaller islands and islets
on the Danube. They are located along a 16-km long sector of the river. The complex is included
in the Ramsar List since 2002. The dominating ecosystems are flooded forests and marshes, pro-
viding habitats for 141 water bird species, 40 of which are listed in the Red Data Book of Bulgaria.
During migrations, the island complex is a feeding place for a large number of waterfowl.




BknioueHo e B Pamcapckata KoHBeHUuA OT 1984 r. [lypaHKynawKoTO e€3epo e KpaliMOpCKO
CNagKoBOAHO A0 6paknyHo BoaHO TANo B CeBeponstouHa bbnrapus. OCHOBHMTE MECTOOOUTAHNSA
Ca OTKPUTW BOOH NAOLLU, MACBYHN OIOHW U OOLLIMPHY 06pacTBaHMA OT BOAON00OVBA PacTUTENHOCT.
Hamupa ce Ha murpaumnoHHua nbt Via Pontica n e B 6n13ocT go gentata Ha [lyHas. To e egHo oT
Hal-BaXHMTE MeCTa 3a MOUYMBKaA U XPaHEHe Ha NTULMTE MO BPEME Ha MUTPaLTE N Hal-BaXXHOTO
31MOBMLLE B CBETOBEH MalLab 3a uepBeHoryLaTa rbcka (Branta ruficollis).

AypaHKynawko e3epo Durankulak Lake

Durankulak Lake is included in the Ramsar List since 1984. It is freshwater to brackish lake in NE
Bulgaria. The most important habitats are open waters, sand dunes and areas covered with aquat-
ic vegetation. The lake is situated along the migration route Via Pontica and close to the Danube
Delta. It is one of the most important resting sites for aquatic birds during migrations and the
most important wintering site for the Red-Breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) on a global scale.




BknioueHes PamcapCKaTa KOHBEHLI,I/IH oT1975r. KOMI‘IﬂeKC'bT ce Harvu/lpa Ha 50 KM I0XHO OT bypracu
BKJTI0YBa HAKOJKO BJIaXKHW 30HU: YCTETO Ha p. PonoTtamo 1 6natata ApkyTrHo, Aneny n Ctomonio.
XapakTepu3mpa ce ¢ pazHoobpasme oT MecToobuTaHKA, BKIIOYBALLM KpanbpexxkHu 6naTta, ectyapa
Ha Ponotamo v yHuKanHu KpanpeyHu ropu. ToBa e egHo OT TpuTe MecTa B bbnrapums, kKouto ca Hali-
6oraTi Ha Bnevyru y 3eMHOBOAHU. V3KnounTenHo e 1 pa3Hoobpasneto Ha BOAONOOMBY NTULM
(236 Bnga). KomnnekcbT nma BaXkHa POSiA KaTo MeXAMHHA CTaHUMA NPY MUTpaumATa Ha NTULnUTe.

Komnnekc Ponotamo Ropotamo Complex
The complex is included in the Ramsar List since 1975. It is located 50 km south of Burgas. It com-
prises several wetlands, i.e. the estuary of the Ropotamo and the marshes Arkutino, Alepu and
Stomoplo. It is characterised by a considerable diversity of habitats, including coastal marshes,
estuarine waters and unique riparian forests. The Ropotamo Complex is one of the three richest
sites in Bulgaria in terms of the diversity of reptiles and amphibians. This is an extraordinary place
for the diversity of water birds (236 species) and an important resting site for bird migrations.




BkntoueHo e B cnucbka Ha PamcapckaTta KoHBeHU A oT 2002 1. [ToMOprINCKOTO e€3epo e ecTecTBEHA

CBPDBXCOJIeHa JlaryHa, oTaeneHa ot YepHo mope ¢ nAcbYHa Koca. E3epoTo e n3BecTHo c nekoBmTtaTa
CMTUHA. B ceBepHaTa My 4acCT ca pa3nonoXeHu COTHMLM, KOUTO Ce M3Mon3BaT oT BekoBe. OCHOBHMTE
MEeCTOOOUTAHNA Ca OTKPUTK BOAHW MPOCTPAHCTBA, XanoduTHa U BOAOSIOOMBA PACTUTENHOCT.
fonamoTo 60raTcTBO Ha €3epOoTo ca BogonobuBmTe NTULM (265 Brga). Mpes 2007-2009 r. yueHu OT
BAH yyacTBaxa B MofrotoBKaTa Ha nJaH 3a yrnpasneHue Ha [ToMopumnckoTo esepo.

Momopwmircko esepo Pomorie Lake
The lakeisincluded in the Ramsar Convention List since 2002. Pomorie Lake is a hypersaline lagoon
separated from the Black Sea by a spit. The lake is famous with its curative mud. The northern part
is dominated by saltpans used for centuries. The main habitats are open waters, halophytic and
aquatic vegetation. Water birds are the most valuable species in the lake, 265 of them. Research-
ers from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences participated in the development of the management
plan for the site in 2007-2009.
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OcTpoBBT Ce HamKpa Ha peka [lyHaB cpetdy ¢. [lonHu Lin6bp. BkntoyueH B cnucbka Ha Pamcapckar
KOHBeHLMsA oT 2002 r. O6pasyBas ce e Mo eCTEeCTBEH MbT OT HAC/IarBaHETO Ha MACBHYHU U TUHECTU
HaHOCWU. Hall-LieHHWTe My MecTooOGUTaHWA ca 3anvMBHUTE ropu. OCTPOBBT € MeXAYyHapOoAHO
3HAUMMO MSACTO C Hal-rofiAMaTa CMeCceHa rHe3foBa KOJIOHMA OT Malbk KopMopaH (Phalacroco-
rax pygmeus), HowHa yanna (Nycticorax nycticorax), rpusecta yanna (Ardeola ralloides) n 6sna
nonatapka (Platalea leucorodia). YacT oT TeputopraATa € noctaBeHa noj CTpora 3awmuta KaTto
noaabpKaH pe3epsar.

The island is situated in the Danube near the village of Dolni Tsibar. It is included in the Ramsar
Convention List since 2002. The island has been formed by sand and mud sediments. The most
important habitats are the flooded forests. The site is of global importance due to the largest
mixed colony of Pygmy Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus), Night Heron (Nycticorax nyctico-
rax), Squacco Heron (Ardeola ralloides) and Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia). Part of the island is
declared as a managed reserve.
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BkntoueHo B PamcapckaTa KoHBeHUMA oT 1984 r. CBpbXCONEHO €3epo, pa3nonokeHo Ao rp. byprac.
CeBepHaTta My 4acT e pe3epBaT. ATaHAaCOBCKOTO €3ep0 e C M3KIIUUTENIHO pa3Hoobpasmne ot
MECTOOBUTAHMA U € MACTO C Hall-3HauMMa KOHLLEeHTpaLMA Ha BogoNto6uBM NTLm no bbarapckoto
YepHOMOPCKO Kparbpexune. OT abnru roguHn BAH nogabp»a nonesa CTaHUUS Npu €3epoTo,
rognomaratia HabsogeHUsTa Ha MUrpaumaATa Ha NTULUTE U APYT HayuyHU n3cneaBaHms. NonesaTa
6a3a e yacT oT MpexaTa JlabopaTopum 3a U3yyaBaHe Ha BIIAXKHUTE 30HU, OOHOBEHA MO NPOEKT
WETLANET.

Atanasovsko Lake is included in the Ramsar List since 1984. It is a hypersaline lake located north
of the city of Burgas. The northern part of the lake is a reserve. It represents considerable diversity
of habitats. It is a site with the most significant concentrations of water birds along the Bulgarian
Black Sea coast. For many years, the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences has maintained a field station
at the lake facilitating ornithological observations of migrations and other studies. The station is
part of the research network renewed within the framework of the WETLANET project.




BkntoueHo B crnnucbKa Ha PamcapckaTta KoHBeHuma oT 2002 r. Hammpa ce oo MOpeTo u e yacT
OT Komnnekca “bypracku BnakHU 30HW". BasA e Hal-ronAMoTo 6BbArapcko KpaiMOPCKO e3epo.
ToBa e NANTBK NMMaH C Bapupalla coneHocT. OCHOBHUTE MeCTOOOUTaHMA Ca BOAHW MoK,
BOAHa 1 XanoduTHa PacTUTENIHOCT Y MOYYPHU NnBaaun. Bas e egHo oT mMecTaTa C Hail-3HauMMma
KOHLIEHTpaLMsA Ha NTMUM NO YePHOMOPCKOTO Kpanbpexue. EAMHCTBEHOTO MACTO B CTpaHaTa,
KbOEeTO ce KOHUeHTpupaT 7% OT YyepHOMOpCKaTa Monynauua Ha TpbHooMallaTaTa notanHuua
(Oxyura leucocephala). Hamupa ce Ha murpaunoHHus nbt Via Pontica n e BaXHO MACTO 3a
noyrBKa Ha nTuyure.

Esepo Basa Vaya Lake
The lake is included in the Ramsar Convention List since 2002. It is situated at the Black Sea coast,
thus being part of the Burgas Wetland Complex. Vaya is the largest Bulgarian coastal lake, an open
shallow water body, characterised by variable salinity. The main habitats are open waters, aquatic
and halophytic vegetation and swampy areas. Vaya is one of the places with considerable concen-
trations of water birds along the Black Sea coast. It is the only place in Bulgaria supporting up to
7% of the Black Sea population of the White-Headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala). The lake be-
ing situated on the migration route Via Pontica, it is an important resting site for migratory birds.
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BknoueHo e B CNCbKa Ha BIaXKHUTE 30HM C MeXAYHAaPOAHO 3HayeHue ot 1996 r. LLlabneHckoTo
e3epo e pa3nosioXKeHo Ha 5 Km oT rp. LLlabna. MpepacTaBnaBa KOMMIEKC OT iBE KpanbpexxHu esepa,
lWa6bna n E3epel, cBbp3aHy NoMeXAYy CU C U3KYCTBEH KaHas. E3epHUAT KOMMeKC e oTaeneH ot
YepHo Mope ¢ NscbYHa MBKLa 1 Ce MOAXPaHBa NPeanMHO OT nog3eMHu Boau. E3epoTo e HaxoguLle
Ha eHAEMUNYHM BUAOBE pacTeHUs 1 pefKn BUaoBe prbu 1 3eMHOBOAHWN. KOMMANEKCHT MMa BaXKHO
MEXAYHAapPOAHO 3HayeHVe KaTo MACTO 3a 3MMyBaHe Ha CBETOBHO 3acTpalleHaTa YepBeHoryuwa
rbcka (Branta ruficollis). E3epoTo e BakHa MUrpalMOHHA CTaHUWUS U FHE340BO HaxoAulie Ha
penKu 1 3acTpalleHun BUAOoBe NTULIN.

LLlabneHcKo e3epo Shabla Lake
The site is included in the List of Wetlands of International Importance since 1996. It is situated
5 km from Shabla (NE Bulgaria). The wetland complex consists of two coastal lakes, Shabla and
Ezerets, which are connected by a channel. The wetland is separated from the Black Sea by a sand
spit. Groundwaters are the main source for its hydrological regime. It is a habitat for endemic
plants and rare fish and amphibian species. The complex is of strategic importance as a wintering
ground for the globally-threatened Red-Breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis). It is also an important

resting site for many migrating birds and a breeding habitat for rare and threatened bird species.
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EAnH oT mbpBuUTE 06€KTU, BKNOUEH B PamcapckaTta KoHBeHLMA (0T 1975 1.). CpebbpHa e eyTpodHO
e3epo Ao peka [lyHas, Ha 18 Km oT rp. Cunuctpa. To e 06ABeHO 3a pe3epBsat npe3 1948 ., a ot
1983 T. e BKJIIOUEHO KAaTO 0OEKT Ha CBETOBHOTO NpUpoaHo Hacneacteo Ha FOHECKO. MpepocTtass
|Pa3HOO6PA3HM MECTOOOUTAHMA OT OTKPUTY BOZHY MAOLLM C BOAONOOMBA PaCTUTENTHOCT, NaBaLu
OCTPOBU (KOUKM), TPBCTUKOBU MAaCUBM, BNaXXHW NINBASM U 3annBHU ropu. buocpepHunat pesepsat
,CpebbpHa” e MACTO C M3KIIOUUTENIHO pa3HOObpasne — CbobLeHn ca 2748 BUAA U CMIUCHKBT
oule ce pgonbfiBa. EM6nemaTnuHa e KonoHMATA Ha Kbapornasua nenvikaH (Pelecanus cris-
pus). BAH pa3nonara c nonesa CTaHUMA 32 OPHUTONOTMYHM HAbNOAEHUA 1 MPOYYBAHUA BbPXY
ekocucTemnTe Ha e3epoTo. [naHbT 3a ynpaBneHne Ha pe3epsaTta e NoAroTBeH oT yyeHn ot bAH
(2001 r.). MoneBaTa cTaHLMA € YacT OT MpexaTa nabopatopun, o6HoBeHa no npoekT WETLANET.

CpebbpHa Srebarna
This is one of the first Bulgarian sites included in the Ramsar Convention List (since 1975). Sre-
barna is a eutrophic oxbow lake at the Danube, 18 km west of the town of Silistra (NE Bulgaria).
It was declared a reserve in 1948 and recognised as a World Heritage Site (UNESCO) in 1983. It
provides a considerable diversity of habitats — open waters surrounded by aquatic vegetation,
floating islets, reedbeds, wet meadows and riparian forests. Srebarna Biosphere Reserve is a site
with great biodiversity. In total 2748 species have been recorded and this list is still incomplete.
The breeding colony of the Dalmatian Pelican (Pelecanus crispus) is emblematic for the area. A
field station of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) is located at the reserve, a place for long-
term ornithological observations and studies on the lake ecosystems. The management plan for
the reserve has been developed by BAS researchers in 2001. The field station is part of the research

network renewed within the framework of the WETLANET project.
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BkntoueHa B Cn1cbKa Ha BNaXKHUTE 30HW C MeXXAYHapoaHO 3HaueHre oT 2002 r. [oga nprHagnexu
KbM Komriekca “bBypracku Bna)HuM 30HW” 1 e Han-U3TOYHaTa NaryHHa 4yact Ha MaHOpeHCKOTO
e3epo. ToBa e npexofdHa 6faTHa ekocMcTema, BK/OYBALLA MOPCKW, CNagKOBOAHW, GPaKnUuHK
N CBPBXCONEHN MecToobuTaHus. MecTtHocTTa MMoaa e egHo OT Hali-6oraTMTe mecTa B CTpaHaTa
no pasHoobpasve Ha nTuuute (65% OT BMAOBETe, perncTpupann B bonarapua). Tyk e narpageH
Mpupopo3almTeH UeHTbp “MNoga’; KonTo ce nogabp»Ka OT bbArapckoTo ApyKeCcTBO 3a 3aLmTa Ha
NTULNTE 1 €XKErOAHO NpuemMa XMnagn noceTuTenu.

MectHocTTa lNMopga Poda Site
The site is included in the List of Wetlands of International Importance since 2002. Poda is situated

on the Black Sea coast and is part of the Burgas Wetland Complex. It is the easternmost lagoon
part of Mandra Lake. Poda is a transitional marshland ecosystem including marine, freshwater,
brackish and hypersaline habitats. The site is one of the richest sites in the country in terms of bird
diversity (65% of bird species recorded in Bulgaria). The Poda Nature Conservation Centre is main-
tained by the Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds. It is visited by thousands of tourists and
birdwatchers every year.
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MpoekTvT WETLANET

LleHTpanHaTa nabopatopusa no obua ekonorus (cera yact ot MIHcTUTyTa no bropasHoobpasue 1
eKocncTemMHu nscneaanua npy BAH) nonyum ¢puHaHcnpare ot EC (Cegma pamkoBa nporpama 3a
Hayy4HV n3cneaBaHus, nporpamMa “KanaumuteTtn”) 3a n3nbaHeHMe Ha NpoekT, o3arnaseH “WETLAN-
ET — MoBuwaBaHe Ha HayuYHWA NOTEHLMAN Ype3 N3rpaxaaHe Ha nokasHa Mpexa oT nabopaTopun
3a U3yvyaBaHe eKOCUCTEMUTE Ha BRaXXHUTE 30HU, TAXHOTO GYHKLUMOHMpPaHe, Bb3CTaHOBABaHE U
ynpasneHune” (2009-2012 r.). HaunoHanHo cbduHaHcmpaHe e npegoctaBeHo oT QoH “HayuHu
nscneasaHua” npu MmnMHUCTEpPCTBO Ha 06pa3oBaHMETO, MiadeXTa U HayKaTa. Llenta Ha npoekTa
€ [la ce MOBULUN HayuyHWA MOTEHUMAN UYpe3 M3rpaxhaHe Ha JIoKajlHa MpeXka OT slabopaTopum
3a M3yvyaBaHe Ha BNaXXHUTe 30HU. MpexaTta oT nabopaTopun BKOUBA TPW MOJSIEBU CTaHLWW,
pa3nonoXeHn B 65IM30CT [0 BNAXKHM 30HW C BaXKHO €KOJIOMMYHO 3HaUeHue 1 cneuunani3mpaHmTe
nabopatopuu B LieHTpanHata crpaga B Codus.

3a uHpopmauma: www.wetlanet.org

WETLANET Project

The Central Laboratory of General Ecology (now incorporated in the Institute of Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Research, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) was granted EC funding (FP7, Programme
CAPACITIES) for the implementation of a project entitled WETLANET - Enhancing research potential
by strengthening a local network of laboratories for studying wetland ecosystems functioning, resto-
ration and management (2009-2012). Co-funding was provided by the National Science Fund at
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science of the Republic of Bulgaria. The aim of the project is
to enhance the research potential by strengthening a local laboratory network for studying wet-
lands. The laboratory network includes three remote field stations situated at wetlands of major
ecological importance in the Lower Danube floodplain and at the Black Sea coastal area as well as
specialised laboratory units at the headquarters in Sofia.

For further details: www.wetlanet.org
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KapTa Ha PamcapckuTe mecta B Bbnrapus

Ramsar Sites in Bulgaria

Srebarna Site_CpeGbpHa
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